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We solicit your attentiveness be led to the stage of SBT’S last Bank fest in the year 2014, when
intense competition in mono act was underway.

A candidate mounted the stage manifesting the emotional undercurrents of the father of a
naive girl who had been raped in the street. He got so engrossed in reality after a while that it
appeared as if the candidate had been possessed by the parent.The distraught father burst out
at the media who came over for interviewing him and wailed inconsolably when he got to see
his loved ones. Once he came off stage after finishing his act, he panted. His throat dried up, he
couldn’t bear the anguish. He did not pay heed to anything around until someone offered him
water which he gulped down hastily eventually stepping out of his role as the girl’s father.The
transcendental and beguilingly astounding performance put him in first place.

Set aside for this week, we are about to put our spotlight on some one who used to be terrified
of going on stage, but now has engraved his indelible imprints on and off stage. Talented
Bankers proudly presents the 200th talent- the pioneer of the famed show "Deepasthambham
Mahascharyam" aired on Kochi FM, who has a really blessed voice in his possession.



Arun Balakrishnan

State Bank of India

Learning and Development Centre,
Thiruvananthapuram.

Arun, the son of Sri Balakrishna Pillai, who retired as Deputy Tehsildar, and Smt. Premalatha
Nair, who retired as Special Assistant from Canara Bank, had his schooling in Kollam, where his
mother worked. He used to get scared of stage when he was studying at Vidyadhiraja Vidya
Bhavan at primary level and thereafter till 10th grade at Government Boys High School in
Chittoor, Palakkad, his native. He would scribble small plays in his notebook, but Arun’s talent
succumbed to his stage fear which came down heavily on him and overshadowed his creativity.

Arun returned to Kollam for doing his undergraduate degree. While at NSS, Kottiyam Arun had
to contest the college union elections as a class representative. In whichever venues where the
candidates got to introduce themselves, Arun’s wordings wouldn’t go past "vote for me" thanks
to his stage fear which held him back. He was at a point in his life when he perceived he could
no longer make it to the stage.

Later, when he was a graduate student at SN College, Kollam, drama piqued his interest again.
He reminisces fondly about how the pre-eminence of popular dramas in the monthly programs
put on by BEES, the cultural organization of the bank employees in Kollam at that time, was
quite instrumental and tremendously beneficial to him.

Shri. Unnithan, who always had been a source of solace for mathematics students in Kollam,
recognized Arun's abilities and helped him get over his weaknesses. Arun, who began by
speaking to groups of three or five people, gradually progressed to groups of fifty, one hundred,
and two hundred. He honed his theatrical presence by performing short plays and skits. As of
many of the plays of the period, according to him, he settled down for mediocrity.

Arun was hired by SBT in 1996 while doing MA in Sociology at Karyavattom Campus.
Competition Success magazine, which his mother had given him since childhood, and training
under Shri Sasi, a faculty member at IES, Kollam, brought him success, he feels.

He began his banking career at the Munnar branch of SBT. In the year 2000, Smitha came with
support in her life journey.

After working in various branches, Arun was promoted to Officer Cadre in 2004 after which he
got his posting as Accountant in Tirupati Branch. The next grade promotion was in 2007 and he
worked at Palarivattom branch. Arun got involved in the realm of art after returning to Kerala,
performing monoacts and dramas at bank fests. By 2012, he had done several stage
programmes in collaboration with Sunil Devadatham.

Arun was in charge of rehearsing drama for Kottayam zone at the last Bank Fest. The zone had
never ever won an award before and it was quite a challenge for him since majority of the
members were of a younger generation. Arun couldn't stand their cheery demeanour and he at
some point even thought of stepping back. However later the team started to take a matured



approach sorting out all the problems he encountered with. Arun opines that the moment when
Kottayam Zone was awarded second place will be ever remembered in his life. We found our
way to Arun with the aid of Mr Rishi, who was the lead actor of the play that time.

2014 was a water shed in Arun's life. He made it through the next grade promotion, and it was
that time when he felt that life wasn't meant to be lived the way it was back then and he
participated in a voice test on All India Radio. Arun could come out with flying colours. But those
were the days when it seemed to him that though chances were not slim, they were insufficient
and he needed luck be by his side.

On that particular day, about 20 candidates were chosen. Rakhi Sam, a member of the group,
made skits with the majority of the members and submitted them to Kochi FM, but they were
rejected. That's when Rakhi approached Arun with the request for a skit. Until then she tried
with many voices but in the end had to rely on Arun for that matter.

A few days later, a call came in from Kochi FM’s Lekha Gopal insisting that it would be better if
the backdrop of the skit was something other than home. Around that time of the Prime
Minister's Chai Pe talks, they considered tea shop as the setting for the skit and the names
"Varkichayan and Thankamma "popped up in their mind as characters of the skit. The skit was
named ‘Deepasthambham Mahashcharyam’.

Arun is amazed to recall that this satirical show of current events has been broadcast for eight
years.

His plays "Pavithra" and "Token No. 67" garnered a lot of fans. He got opportunities to dub for
over 20 films including ‘Idiots’ and ‘Apothecary’ and in many commercials. He lent his voice for
the Malayalam Edition of Discovery India and Sherlock Holmes' play "Hound of the Baskervilles"
which is available on the podcast app- ‘Storiyoh’.

Arun's voice is about to unleash again with all it’s might in the upcoming web series "Maradona"
on Amazon Prime.

Arun is the presenter of "Geet Raat", the monthly program of "Events and More", a YouTube /
Facebook live program which calls for a lot of research since it includes enumerating the stories
behind each song.

Arun is also the secretary of ‘Swarakkootu’, a group of artists and Aakashavani fans. The
monthly events organized by this group in Changampuzha Park has been at a halt after the
onset of covid.To top it all off, Arun has to his credit, Grade 3 from Trinity College of London in
guitar.

When Arun talked of earning first place in Stand up Comedy in the Talent Hunt hosted by SBI in
2020 and being able to compete at the All India Level, his eyes gleamed. He did the wonderful

item based on Ventriloquism.

Arun, who is passionate about teaching, is presently working as a Faculty at SBI Training Centre.



The skit written by Arun and performed by the faculty members on the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti, got a lot of attention.

Arun along with his wife Smitha and their children Aswhin Krishna ,a B.Com student and
Abhiram Krishna, a seventh grade student,lives in Thaikoodam at Ernakulam. Arun dreams that
the script of a story on which he is presently working on will reach the big screen. His sister who
is working in Aakashavaani and his wife Smitha leaves no stones unturned in bestowing him
their support wholeheartedly.

Once afraid of stage as a child, its Arun’s sheer perseverance and determination that makes his
voice reverberate limitless on stages. May we have the privilege of new voices be heard from
him and new roles fascinating us be born in Arun’s journey ahead.



